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Dear Parents,

Here are weekly activities,
centered around the Sunday liturgy,
that children can engage in during
our time of remote services. Just
click on this page and scroll down to

the current Sunday.

May God continue to guide and
bless us.

You can reach the Office of Faith

Formation at 805/969-4868.




gmmcm. knows all about the gift of love. He
Joves you even when you are not thinking L :
about him. He loves you even when you forget his |\

commandments. He loves you with a perfect love. You can

’learn to love this way too.

This week, make a “Love
Mobile” to hang in a room
where the whole family can
geeit. On small index cards or
pieces of paper, write your
gifts and God's gifts (for ex-
ample, sunshine, family, love,
s food, help, learning, sharing).

Cut out pictures from maga-
zines to represent your love
gifts — or you can draw and

#color your own. p
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Now make about six or eight
cards, putting gift names on
one side and drawings on the
other.

Punch small holes in the top
of the cards and hang themt
fromdifferentlengths of string _
on a coat hanger (see illustra- -
tion).

Let your mobile be your re-¢
minder of Jesus’ message of
love. \
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Would You
Like to Find
in This Box?




Other people give you gifts of love.
When Mom plays a game with you,
when Dad takes you skating,
when you and a friend share a toy,
you are receiving gifts of their love.
How many gifts of love

can you give this week?

(<) cift You €an
Give and Get

If you received a birthday present
all wrapped up in fancy paper,
what would you do first?

Would you put it on a shelf

to look at every day?

Would you hide it in a drawer?

Of course not!

You would tear off the paper

and open it right away.

What good is a gift if you don't open it?

Wrap Up Your Love

Inside each gift below, draw a picture or write a few words about
a special love-thing you will do this week. On the tags, write the
names of people who will receive each gift.

Jesus tells you about a gift.
It is the greatest gift of all.
It is LOVE!

He said to love the Lord
with all your heart

and to love your neighbor

as you love yourself.

Love is a special kind of gift.
It doesn't come all wrapped up
in a fancy box with a bow on top.
It comes from inside your heart.
You can open it any time.

With just a smile or friendly word,
you give a friend your gift of love.
With just a little prayer,

you give God your gift of love.




This week's gospel puts gift-
giving in its proper perspective.
Isn’t it true that many times you
give gifts just because you are
expected to give them?

Jesus says a gift without love is
a gift given from your “surplus
(this means it's something you will
never miss). It takes away the joy

of planning and giving something

special.
This week, why not give a “just
because I love you” gift? It can be
a family gift or individual gifts from
each member. It will be more spe-
cial because the gift will be given
for no reason other than love.
Your “just because I love you
gift should be a love
surprise. It can be a
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simple thing like a child’s drawing
of a picture for Grandma or a dif-
ficult thing like a cake the children
bake for Dad.

Have the children write a note
to go with their gift, telling the
person how much they love him or
her — and why.

And, as you plan your Christmas
gift-giving ideas, remember
today's message — the more love
you put into a gift, the more special
it is going to bel

W
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There are all kinds of gifts. In the pictures
above, there are gifts you can buy, gifts you
can make yourself, and gifts you can go out
in the yard and pick. Put an X over the gifts
you must have money to buy and think

Gifts Cost
Nothing?
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To MOM With Love

This is a rebus story. To read it you have to read
the pictures as well as the words.

T he Right Kind
of Giving

In this week's gospel
story, a woman put two small
coins in the box for the poor.
It wasn't very much money,
but it was all that she had.
Some others gave lots of
money. These were very rich
people. It made them feel im-
portant to give money to the
poor. They would never even
miss the money that they
gave.

Jesus asked his disciples
which of the people had given
the most. Then he explained
to them that the poor woman
gave the most because she
gave her all. She gave it be-
cause she loved God and she
loved people. The rich people
gave the money to show {g
others how rich and generous }
they were. Giving should be a m »
way to show love, never a way m ;

to show off.
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Young children develop the
concept of gratitude very slowly.
At first they are so accustomed to
having their needs fulfilled by
adults, they don't recognize these
services as gifts. The same is true
of the gifts of God. This week, to
help the family focus on God's
gifts, plan a praise-walk with
them.

¥ Take a walk together as a fami-
ly. Pay special attention to the
many God-gifts that you see on
your way. Point out things the
children may miss.

¥ When you get home from your
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walk, make a poster using a large
grocery bag or a piece of poster
paper. Write “Give Thanks to the
Lord"” across the top of your poster
and “His Love Lasts Forever”
across the bottom.

¥ Cut out pictures from maga-
zines or draw your own pictures of
the things you saw for which you
are thankful. Paste these on your
poster. Plan a celebration of
thanksgiving for God's gifts, using
the poster as your point of prayer.
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How many
God-gifts
can you find in
this picture?




@ gmmcm tells you the special way
that God the Father loves you.
Remember every single day
the wonderful things he gives you,

and thank him for these things.

Can you fill in this crossword with the words below?
All are gifts — from God, from others, or from you.

}m,/%.ﬁ . Good-Gifts Crossword

Winter is on its way.
Some trees and plants
have dropped their leaves.
Flowers have wilted and died. ,
Many of the birds have gone away. |

It seems as though the world . f-.-. 7n..
will never be the same again. ¥ | .

But you _x:.o<< m@nw@ will come again. . .-.....

Flowers will burst into bloom < |

and the birds will return. o .

This very same cycle of life |

has happened over and over ........
since the moment God made the world.

In this week's gospel message,

Jesus tells you: Across: Down:

“The heavens and the earth will pass away 3. LOVE 1. MOM

TI—————————— 4. THANKS 2 HELPING HAND
ut my B 7. RAIN 5. HUGS

God's love, Jesus says, will last forever. 8. SUN 6. SMILES

And those who love Jesus 10. LAUGHTER 9. PLEASE

will have everlasting love H u»w_._zmmm

and everlasting life with God.
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When you hear the story of
Jesus’ suffering and trial, doesn’t
it make you angry that the sol-
diers and the people would treat
God’'s son so cruelly? Doesn't it
make you want to cry when they
make fun of him mbg laugh at
him? E

But there are people today who
act just like the Roman soldiers.
They make fun of Jesus and laugh
at him. They use his holy name in
anger or make jokes about him.
Some people do it on purpose —
othersjust don't know any better.
Taking the name of our King of
kings in vain is so common, we
can almost become immune to it.

Jesus promisedthat “whatever
you ask in my name, the Father
will do.” This promise shows the

-

power present in the very name -

of Jesus. If you or someone you
know uses Jesus' name in any
way but love and prayer, maybe
this would be a good week to
work on breaking that habit. And
the best way to break one habit is
to form a better one. Here's how
to doit. When you are tempted to
use the name of Jesus Christ or

—
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the name of

God in the
wrong way,
silently say !
this little prayer:

“Lord Jesus Christ,
King of kings,
forgive me.

I know you are

my King and

I love you and
honor your holy
name always.”

You will find, if ¢
you say this little
prayer often -
enough, it will - A7
become a habit! - Vr.q )

And isn't that the
best way of all to
use the name of
your King?

mxv_m_:_Jo GOD’'S

Solve this rebus
to find Jesus’
special title
we celebrate

this week.
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<O=H <®H< QSB ”_W__H—Q Q But YOU know! Jesus RULES you with his

LOVE. He LEADS you by his teachings. He GUIDES

In some countries, the you with his commandments. He PROTECTS you

people have a king. The

Ki - hi from evil things. He LISTENS to your prayers and
IH WAGIes aver T8 ANSWERS you in love. Who has a king more
: wonderful than Jesus, your very own king?

people. The people follow
his rules and give him
honor.

This week we celebrate
the feast of Christ the King.
On this day we remember
that Jesus is our very own
king. This week’s gospel
tells the story.

“Are you the king of the
Jews?” Pilate had asked
Jesus. “My kingdom is not
of this world,” was Jesus’
answer. The soldiers made
fun of Jesus. They crowned \vkr
him with thorns. They
laughed at him and spit on
him.

They didn’t know that
Jesus would rise from the
dead. They didn't know
that thousands of years
later people would follow
Jesus and know him as
their only true king. They
didn't know — so they
laughed.
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During this Advent season,
there are many things your
family can do to get ready for
Jesus’ birthday. You can be-
gin by making an Advent
wreath like the one on the
front ofthisbulletin. Use three
purple candles and one pink
(or four white candles with
pink and purple bows). Your
wreath can be made of real
pine or cedar branches or imi-
tationones. Theframeis made

from an old coat hanger.

shaped into a circle.

Each week of Advent, light
another candle to burn
throughout your prayer time.
Thefamily can write their own
prayers or you can use the
readings from the daily Mass.

s

Answer to

Prayer for Patience:
FATHER | AM WAITING TO CELEBRATE
THE BIRTHDAY OF YOUR SON. HELP
ME TO GET READY.

By the last

week, all

four candles -

will be burning at once. The ... /z:\r\\..l!!; et NS D e
pink candle or bow is for the w., =1 : ; n

third week of Advent, to show B e
your happiness that Christ- nozm
mas is so near. The light of

the candles, burning brightly O_NU ._mmc
while you pray, reminds you
that Jesus is the Light of the
World.
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Don't you just hate to wait?
Think of all the special things
that you have waited for this year:
your summer vacation,

the first day of school, p
your class picnic.
Remember how much fun you had \

when that special day arrived? K=
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This week you will begin

the long wait for Christmas.
The whole world is waiting
for Christmas to come.

The Church has a special way
to get ready for Christmas.
This special way is called Advent.

[

Remember the story of the angel
who came to ask Mary

to be the mother of Jesus?

Mary said YES right away.

But she had to wait nine months
for Jesus to come.

Mary used her waiting time ,
to get ready for her special baby.
The Church uses Advent f
to get ready for Christmas —
the birthday of Mary's special Son.

Using the
key below,
can you decode
this little
prayer for
patience?

Prayer for
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A good way to “make ready the way of the Lord”
is to make a Jesse tree (see picture on front of
bulletin). The whole family can work together. The
Jesse tree can be a learning experience for all. Use a
real tree branch or draw a tree on poster paper. Your
symbols can be made from construction paper.

o 5
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- Written by Francine M. 0'Connor. Art by Chris Sharp. © 2021 Liguori Publications, Liguori, H0 63057-9999. Imprimatur: Most
Rev. Robert J. Hermann, Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Printed in USA. Al rights reserved. It is a violation
of copyright law to reproduce all or part of this material without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Liguori.org

Answer to “A Straight Path”: JOHN THE BAPTIST,

Second Sunday of Advent (C) * Luke 3:1-6 ° December 5, 2021

The Jesse Tree
Is God's
Family Tree



Get Ready for

JesUs

In this week’s gospel story, John the
Baptist has something to say,
something very important for all
God’s people.

What did John want them to do?
He told them to ask God’s
forgiveness for all their past sins.

He told them to begin right now to
live their lives for God. He said that
Jesus was coming to teach them
about God'’s love and about
everlasting life.

John has a message for you too.
Listen as he tells you about getting
ready for Jesus — way down inside

your heart. John wants you to find
new ways to do loving things for
others. He wants you to begin right
now to live your life for God.
Maybe you can say an extra prayer
each day from now until Christmas.
Maybe you can do extra work to help
your parents every day.

Whatever you decide to do,

do it for God and for love.
Christmas is coming very soon.
Start getting ready today!

A STRAIGHT

PATH

In this week’s gospel, a man preached about making a
straight path for the Lord. If you color in all the spaces
marked with a dot, you will find out who this preacher is.



